
  Intergovernmental organizations designated by the 
Economic and Social Council under rule 79 of the 
rules of procedure1 for participation in the 
deliberations of the Council on questions within the 
scope of their activities2  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Organizations and other entities accorded permanent 

observer status by the GA and designated by ECOSOC 
under rule 79 of the rules of procedure for participation in 
the deliberations of the Council on questions within the 
scope of their activities  
 
Common Fund for Commodities (Council decision 2003/221 and 
General Assembly resolution 60/26, 23 November 2005) 

Customs Cooperation Council (Council decision 1989/165 and 
General Assembly resolution 53/216, 23 March 1998) 

Inter-American Development Bank (Council decision 2000/213 and 
General Assembly resolution 55/160, 12 December 2000) 

International Anti-Corruption Academy (Council decision 2011/269 and 
General Assembly resolution 68/122, 16 December 2013) 

International Criminal Police Organization (Council decision 109 (LIX) 
and General Assembly resolution 51/1, 15 October 1996) 

Islamic Development Bank Group (Council decision 2003/221 and 
General Assembly resolution 61/259, 28 March 2007) 

Latin American Economic System (Council decision 1980/114 and 
General Assembly resolution 35/3, 13 October 1980) 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (Council  
decision 109 (LIX) and General Assembly resolution 53/6, 15 October 
1998) 

South Centre (Council decision 2006/244 and General Assembly 
resolution 63/131, 11 December 2008) 

                                                            
 1  The text of rule 79, entitled “Participation of other intergovernmental organizations”, reads: 

“Representatives of intergovernmental organizations accorded permanent observer status by 
the General Assembly and of other intergovernmental organizations designated on an ad hoc 
or a continuing basis by the Economic and Social Council on the recommendation of the 
Bureau may participate, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Council on 
questions within the scope of the activities of the organizations”.  

 2  From A/69/3/Rev.1 – “Report of the Economic and Social Council for 2014” and A/INF69/5 – 
“List of Non-Member States, entities and organizations having received a standing invitation 
to participate as observers in the sessions and the work of the General Assembly.  

As of February 2015, 92 organizations and other entities had been 
granted permanent observer status with the General Assembly and 
36 intergovernmental organizations were approved by the Economic 
and Social Council (29 organizations on a continuing basis and 7 on 
an ad hoc basis) to participate in its work under rule 79.  Out of these, 
9 organizations had been approved by both the GA and ECOSOC.  



 
  Organizations and other entities accorded permanent 

observer status by the General Assembly 
 
African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (General Assembly 
resolution 36/4) 

African Development Bank (General Assembly resolution 42/10) 

African Union (General Assembly resolution 2011 (XX) and Assembly  
decision 56/475) 

Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (General Assembly resolution 43/6) 

Andean Community (General Assembly resolution 52/6) 

Andean Development Corporation (General Assembly resolution 67/101) 

Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization (General Assembly 
resolution 35/2) 

Asian Development Bank (General Assembly resolution 57/30) 

Association of Caribbean States (General Assembly resolution 53/5) 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (General Assembly resolution 
61/44) 

Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (General Assembly 
resolution 54/5) 

Caribbean Community (General Assembly resolution 46/8) 

Central American Integration System (General Assembly resolution 50/2) 

Central European Initiative (General Assembly resolution 66/111) 

Collective Security Treaty Organization (General Assembly resolution 
59/50) 

Common Fund for Commodities (General Assembly resolution 60/26)  

Commonwealth (General Assembly resolution 31/3) 

Commonwealth of Independent States (General Assembly resolution 
48/237) 

Community of Portuguese-speaking Countries (General Assembly 
resolution 54/10) 

Community of Sahelo-Saharan States (General Assembly resolution 56/92) 

Conference on Interaction and Confidence-building Measures in Asia  
(General Assembly resolution 62/77) 

Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (General Assembly  
resolution 62/78) 

Council of Europe (General Assembly resolution 44/6) 

Customs Cooperation Council (General Assembly resolution 53/216) 

Developing Eight Countries Organization for Economic Cooperation  
(General Assembly resolution 69/129) 

East African Community (General Assembly resolution 58/86) 

Economic Community of Central African States (General Assembly  
resolution 55/161) 

Economic Community of West African States (General Assembly 
resolution 59/51) 



Economic Cooperation Organization (General Assembly resolution 48/2) 

Energy Charter Conference (General Assembly resolution 62/75) 

Eurasian Development Bank (General Assembly resolution 62/76) 

Eurasian Economic Community (General Assembly resolution 58/84)  

European Organization for Nuclear Research (General Assembly 
resolution 67/102) 

European Union (General Assembly resolutions 3208 (XXIX) and 65/276) 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (General Assembly  
resolution 64/122) 

Global Green Growth Institute (General Assembly resolution 68/124) 

GUAM (General Assembly resolution 58/85) 

Hague Conference on Private International Law (General Assembly 
resolution 60/27) 

Holy See (General Assembly resolution 58/314)  

Ibero-American Conference (General Assembly resolution 60/28) 

Indian Ocean Commission (General Assembly resolution 61/43) 

Inter-American Development Bank (General Assembly resolution 55/160) 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (General Assembly 
resolution 66/112) 

International Anti-Corruption Academy (General Assembly resolution 
68/122) 

International Centre for Migration Policy Development (General Assembly 
resolution 57/31) 

International Committee of the Red Cross (General Assembly resolution 
45/6) 

International Conference on the Great Lakes Region of Africa  
(General Assembly resolution 64/123) 

International Criminal Court (General Assembly resolution 58/318) 

International Criminal Police Organization (General Assembly resolution 
51/1) 

International Development Law Organization (General Assembly 
resolution 56/90) 

International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies  
(General Assembly resolution 49/2) 

International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (General Assembly resolution 
63/133) 

International Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission (General Assembly  
resolution 64/121) 

International Hydrographic Organization (General Assembly resolution 
56/91) 

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (General 
Assembly resolution 58/83) 

International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (General 
Assembly resolution 68/121) 

International Olympic Committee (General Assembly resolution 64/3) 

International Organization for Migration (General Assembly resolution 
47/4) 



International Organization of la Francophonie (General Assembly 
resolution 33/18) 

International Renewable Energy Agency (General Assembly resolution 
66/110) 

International Seabed Authority (General Assembly resolution 51/6) 

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (General Assembly 
resolution 51/204) 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources  
(General Assembly resolution 54/195) 

Inter-Parliamentary Union (General Assembly resolution 57/32) 

Islamic Development Bank Group (General Assembly resolution 61/259)  

Italian-Latin American Institute (General Assembly resolution 62/74) 

Latin American Economic System (General Assembly resolution 35/3) 

Latin American Integration Association (General Assembly resolution 
60/25) 

Latin American Parliament (General Assembly resolution 48/4) 

League of Arab States (General Assembly resolution 477 (V)) 

OPEC Fund for International Development (General Assembly resolution 
61/42) 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (General 
Assembly resolution 53/6) 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (General Assembly  
resolution 48/5) 

Organization of American States (General Assembly resolution 253 (III)) 

Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (General Assembly resolution 
59/52) 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation3 (General Assembly resolution 3369 
(XXX)) 

Pacific Community (General Assembly resolution 69/130) 

Pacific Islands Forum (General Assembly resolution 49/1) 

Pan African Intergovernmental Agency for Water and Sanitation for Africa  
(General Assembly resolution 68/123) 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (General Assembly  
resolution 64/124) 

Partners in Population and Development (General Assembly resolution 
57/29) 

Permanent Court of Arbitration (General Assembly resolution 48/3) 

Regional Centre on Small Arms and Light Weapons in the Great Lakes 
Region, the Horn of Africa and Bordering States (General Assembly 
resolution 62/73) 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (General Assembly resolution 59/48) 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (General Assembly  
resolution 59/53) 

South Centre (General Assembly resolution 63/131) 

                                                            
 3  In June 2011 the Organization of the Islamic Conference decided to change its name to 

the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 



Southern African Development Community (General Assembly resolution 
59/49) 

Sovereign Military Order of Malta (General Assembly resolution 48/265) 

State of Palestine (General Assembly resolutions 3237 (XXIX), 43/177, 
52/250 and 67/19) 

Union of South American Nations (General Assembly resolution 66/109) 

University for Peace (General Assembly resolution 63/132) 

West African Economic and Monetary Union (General Assembly 
resolution 66/113) 

 
  Organizations designated by the Economic and Social Council 

 
  Participation on a continuing basis 

 

African Regional Centre for Technology (Council decision 1980/151) 

Asian and Pacific Development Centre (Council decision 2000/213) 

Asian Productivity Organization (Council decision 1980/114) 

Common Fund for Commodities (Council decision 2003/221) 

Council of Arab Economic Unity (Council decision 109 (LIX)) 

Customs Cooperation Council (Council decision 1989/165) 

Global Water Partnership (Council decision 2005/233) 

Helsinki Commission (Council decision 2003/312) 

Institution for the Use of Micro-alga Spirulina against Malnutrition 
(Council decision 2003/212) 

Inter-American Development Bank (Council decision 2000/213) 

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (Council 
decision 2006/204) 

Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable 
Development (Council decision 2006/244) 

International Anti-Corruption Academy (Council decision 2011/269) 

International Association of Economic and Social Councils and Similar 
Institutions (Council decision 2001/318) 

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology  
(Council decision 1997/215) 

International Centre for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries  
(Council decision 1980/114) 

International Criminal Police Organization (Council decision 109 (LIX)) 

Islamic Development Bank Group (Council decision 2003/221) 

Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Council 
decision 2003/221) 

Latin American Economic System (Council decision 1980/114) 

Latin American Energy Organization (Council decision 1980/114) 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (Council  
decision 109 (LIX)) 

Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture 
(Council decision 1986/156) 



Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Council decision 109 
(LIX)) 

Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment  
(Council decision 1992/265) 

South Centre (Council decision 2006/244) 

Union économique et monétaire ouest africaine (Council decision 
2005/233) 

Union of Economic and Social Councils of Africa (Council decision 
1996/225) 

World Deserts Foundation (Council decision 2004/231) 

 

  Participation on an ad hoc basis 

 

African Accounting Council (Council decision 1987/161) 

African Cultural Institute (Council decision 1987/161) 

Arab Security Studies and Training Centre (Council decision 1989/165) 

Council of Arab Ministers of the Interior (Council decision 1987/161) 

International Bauxite Association (Council decision 1987/161) 

International Civil Defence Organization (Council decision 109 (LIX)) 

Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (Council decision 239 (LXII)) 

 

 ____________  


